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Durham Agency Against Crime (DAAC) is a charity, closely aligned to Durham Constabulary. Formed in 1990, DAAC works in partnership with public, voluntary, and private sector partners to make County Durham and Darlington a safer place to work live and invest. 
DAAC delivers innovative projects and initiatives to develop young people with the aim of facilitating long-term change. We educate and challenge behaviour, function as a catalyst for local action and add value to our partner’s community safety activities. 





 Our award-winning work has received regional and national recognition, achieving huge success.




Our Aims & Objectives

· Develop pro-active projects to meet community needs,
· Increase positive perception of young people.
· Inspire community confidence.
· Stimulate partnership and networking,
· Promote innovative approaches to crime prevention and community safety and Improve life opportunities for young people.





We are frequently asked why there is a need for interventions that focus on young people who have no convictions. The answer lies in the value of early intervention and prevention. 
DAAC has a strong history of developing and implementing projects aimed at early intervention and prevention. Their approach is based on studies, which argue that prevention and early intervention is more cost effective than rehabilitation. 
DAAC and Durham Constabulary have historically considered this element to be key in tackling crime and disorder and in their strategy for targeting young people prior to their entry into the criminal justice system.
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DAAC’s delivery projects are based on a 3-step approach. 
DAAC chooses to Educate young people, so that they are better equipped to make good choices but more than that, it wants them to acquire skills, qualifications and accreditation that improve their life opportunities. It is important that its students gain a sense of Community by performing positive social action activities that gives them a sense of achievement and belonging. 
Activities are designed partly as a Reward but increasingly to reinforce education and community goals. Confidence building, team activities, sport, enrichment and learning new skills all help to develop the young person’s potential. [image: ]
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Our cadets have completed a jam-packed summer term of education volunteering and activities.
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Description automatically generated]They have learned about the dangers of county lines We have had a number of guest speakers including the Red Cross, and the Inedpendent Office for Police complaints (IOPC). 
There have also been several visits including mock role plays at the custody suite, a a visit to our Roads Policing unit. 
The cadets have also assisted in 4 beach cleans, supporting the High Sheriff at his Matins ceremony and taking  part in Operation Trail Blaze delivering leaflets to residents and retail outlets  to make them aware of how to report anti-social behaviour.
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Description automatically generated]To end the academic year, we enjoyed a BBQ and games night at Police HQ, and we celebrated our young peoples’ achievements at our Annual Awards Evening at Ramside. Hall and were delighted to welcome Mick Urwin from The National VPC who kindly presented some of the awards. 
Awards included Best on Parade, Most Volunteering Hours, Sectional certificates for Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards and a full Bronze Award. 
Commendations were also awarded to 4 of our cadets as well as one of our junior cadets receiving the Prestigious Norma Cowen Award for his caring attitude towards new recruits, his own personal development as a cadet and the extra mile he always goes. Well done Cadet Thomas Murphy! (pictured right). 
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Finally, our seniors enjoyed a 3-day residential at Kingswood Activity centre in Hexham.
 They took part in various activities such as mini-Olympics, leap of faith, orienteering, bushcraft, archery and problem-solving activities 
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If you think you would like to volunteer as a leader to inspire or even be inspired by our young people, please get in touch to find out how? cadets@daac.org.uk



















The DAAC delivery teams have continued with their operation trail blaze input to schools from April to July. 
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The workshops aimed at educating 9–11year olds of the impact ASB has on individuals and communities has been very well received with fantastic feedback from pupils and schools.
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The evaluation report highlighted 80% of the pupils thought the project was excellent and 96% of schools said the project had made a positive difference to their young people.
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Overall, since the September 2023 start, delivering throughout the whole academic year the team have worked in 105 schools with 143 groups with direct engagement of 2960 young people aged 9-11yrs.
A Fantastic effort backed up with solid evaluation.
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As well as delivering the Mini Police programme DAAC staff and the             apprentice youth workers have delivered the Police & Crime Commissioners challenge project.
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The Commissioners Challenge project, a multi staged crime prevention awareness programme has been 











designed by young people for young people, to ensure school pupils aged 9-10yrs are equipped with the knowledge they need to make safe choices both now and in the future. The scheme was launched in mid-September 2023 with an aim to offer all primary schools in Co Durham and Darlington the opportunity to take part in the Commissioner’s Challenge initiative enabling them to secure bronze, silver, and gold awards.
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The scheme has been separated into three key themes: Keeping Our Family, Friends and Neighbours Safe; Keeping Our Streets Safe; and Keeping Ourselves Safe.
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It engages youngsters in activities such as litter picking, safe road practices and property marking with UV marker pens to earn themselves badges recognising their achievements.















The DAAC teams have been very busy with fabulous Engagement numbers this academic year of 208 schools involving 6623 young people.
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